Tropical Depression 8 developed during the late night hours of September 17, just east of the Turks and Caicos as an area of fairly organized showers and thunderstorms.  By 5 PM EDT on September 18, surface wind speeds in the depression increased to near 40 mph, and Rita became the 17th named storm of the 2005 Atlantic Hurricane Season.

By Tuesday morning (September 20), Rita became the 9th hurricane of the season as she passed between the Florida Keys and extreme northwestern Cuba.  The warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico fueled Rita into a monster over the next few days as she began an incredible intensification phase.  At 11PM EDT on September 21, Rita’s central pressure dropped to 897 mb—and she became the fourth most intense hurricane in terms of pressure in the Atlantic basin, behind Gilbert, and the Labor Day Hurricane of 1935, and Hurricane Wilma.  Surface winds are estimated to have increased to near 175 mph during this intensification phase.

Hurricane Rita gave everyone a scare as she approached the northwestern Gulf, passing within one hundred miles of the Katrina-battered Louisiana coastline.  Thankfully, Rita weakened prior to landfall, and came ashore as a Category 3 hurricane around Sabine Pass, near the Texas-Louisiana border.2
http://disc.gsfc.nasa.gov/hurricane/HurricaneRita2005.shtml
