  Hurricane Charley originated from a tropical wave and became a tropical

depression on 9 August a short distance south-southeast of Barbados. 

It moved quickly west-northwestward across the Caribbean and

gradually strengthened.  Charley moved just south of Jamaica on 11

August shortly after it became a hurricane...and it passed just

north of Grand Cayman the next day.  The hurricane turned toward

the north-northwest and its eye passed just east of the Isle of

Youth early on 13 August.  The hurricane made landfall near Playa

del Cajio with category 3 winds of 120 mph and then crossed western

Cuba.  Charley weakened some over the lower Straits of Florida.

Turning northward...the hurricane passed over the Dry Tortugas as a

category 2 hurricane.  Charley then turned north-northeastward and

accelerated toward the southwest coast of Florida...intensifying

rapidly just prior to landfall.  Charley made landfall on the

southwest coast of Florida near Cayo Costa...just north of Captiva

during the evening of 13 August with maximum sustained winds

near 150 mph...category 4 intensity.  Shortly thereafter the eyewall

impacted Punta Gorda and neighboring Port Charlotte with

devastating results.  The hurricane traversed the central Florida

Peninsula...resulting in a swath of destruction across the state. 

The center passed near Kissimmee and Orlando early on 14

August...by which time the maximum sustained winds had decreased to

around 85 mph.  Charley was still of hurricane intensity when the

center re-emerged over water near Daytona Beach.

After moving into the Atlantic...Charley came ashore again near Cape

Romain South Carolina midday on 14 August with highest winds of

about 80 mph.  The center then moved just offshore and made another

landfall at North Myrtle Beach with winds near 75 mph.  Charley

soon weakened to a tropical storm over southeastern North Carolina.

On 15 August Charley became extratropical over Virginia while

embedded in a frontal zone.  Charley's extratropical remnants moved

rapidly northeastward...and were absorbed by the frontal zone near

southeastern Massachusetts.

Charley was directly responsible for 10 deaths in the United

States...9 in Florida and 1 in Rhode Island.  There were also 4

direct deaths in Cuba and 1 in Jamaica.  An additional 20 U.S.

deaths are indirectly attributable to Charley.   The property

claims service reports insured damages of 6.755 billion dollars in

Florida...25 million dollars in North Carolina and 20 million

dollars in South Carolina...for a total of 6.8 billion dollars in

insured losses.  The insurance information Institute reports an

estimated total of 7.4 billion dollars in insured losses.  A rough

estimate of the total damage is 14 billion dollars.  This makes

Charley the second costliest tropical cyclone in U.S.

history...behind only hurricane Andrew of 1992.

http://www.wunderground.com/hurricane/at200403.asp?textfeature=summary&imgfeature=image
