Ivan was a classic long-lived Cape Verde hurricane that made two

landfalls along the U.S. Coast and reached category 5 strength

three times. Ivan developed from a vigorous tropical wave that

moved across the West Coast of Africa on 31 August. The system

quickly strengthened and became a tropical depression on 2

September...a tropical storm the next day...a hurricane early on 5

September...and a major hurricane later that day. Ivan moved

westward for the next several days and passed over the southern

Windward Islands where it caused considerable damage and loss of

life...Grenada being particularly hard hit. Ivan then moved

west-northwestward across the southern Caribbean Sea...passing just

north of Venezuela and the Netherlands Antilles. Ivan reached

category 5 strength while over the central Caribbean Sea early on 9

September...but weakened back to category 4 before passing just

south of Jamaica on 11 September and just south of Grand Cayman the

next day. Ivan moved through the northwestern Caribbean with its

strength oscillating between categories 4 and 5...and passed

through the Yucatan Channel on 14 September. 

For the next 3 days...Ivan moved northwestward to northward over the

Gulf of Mexico and slowly weakened until it made landfall near Gulf

Shores Alabama as a category 3 hurricane early on 16 September.

After landfall...Ivan gradually weakened...moving northeastward

over the southeastern U.S. And emerging off the Delmarva Peninsula

on 19 September as an extratropical low. A portion of this

circulation then moved southwestward just off the southeastern U.S.

Coast and passed over South Florida and into the Gulf of Mexico on

21 September. This remnant of Ivan became a tropical storm again on

23 September and the born-again storm made a second landfall over

extreme southwestern Louisiana on 24 September. Ivan finally

dissipated inland over East Texas later that day.

Ivan is directly blamed for 95 deaths...including 39 in Grenada and

26 in the United States.  Damage in the United States is estimated

to be $13 billion, making Ivan the 3rd costliest storm ever to hit the

U.S.

http://www.wunderground.com/hurricane/at200409.asp?textfeature=summary&imgfeature=image
