Around 14 October, a concentrated area of showers and thunderstorms in the northwestern Caribbean Sea began organizing while moving slowly westward.  During the afternoon of 15 October, the Hurricane Center designated this area of disturbed weather Tropical Depression Twenty-Four.  Just 36 hours later, a very large area of extremely cold cloud tops had developed (averaging less than -80 degrees C, with some tops as cold as -90 degrees C) around the center of circulation, and Wilma became the twenty-first named tropical system of the 2005 Atlantic Hurricane Season, tying the previous record in 1933 for the most named storms in a single season.3
Wilma continued a gradual intensification, and during the mid-morning on 18 October, she was upgraded to a hurricane 200 miles south-southeast of Grand Cayman Island4.  At around 5 PM EDT, Wilma began a period of phenomenal intensification over the northwestern Caribbean Sea, rarely seen in Atlantic tropical cyclones.  By 11 PM EDT that night, Wilma had developed a very small pinhole eye, and winds had responded by increasing to near 110 mph.  Minimum central pressure had also dropped from 970 mb to 954 mb in a period of three hours, equating to a drop in pressure roughly 5 mb/hr5.  

Early the next morning, Air Force Reconnaissance Aircraft reported Wilma had an incredibly tiny two nautical mile diameter eye—the smallest on record for an Atlantic hurricane.  As if that wasn’t enough, the central pressure had dropped to an astounding 884 mb.  At some points in her intensification phase, Wilma’s pressure dropped by nearly 10 mb/hr2!  Wilma reached her peak intensity early on 19 October, and impacted the Yucatan Peninsula as a 140 mph Category 4 Hurricane.

Wilma then began to move northeastward towards Florida, and made landfall just north of Everglades City at 6:30 AM EDT on 24 October.  After passing over Florida, Wilma began accelerating northeastward at over 40 mph, and eventually was classified as an extratropical storm south of Nova Scotia with 85 mph Surface winds6. 

http://disc.gsfc.nasa.gov/hurricane/HurricaneWilma2005.shtml
